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August 13, 2021 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ALI DOURAGHY 

FROM: TARAK SHAH 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION PURSUANT TO 5 C.F.R. 2635.502(d) 

The Standards of Ethical Conduct for Employees of the Executive Branch, 5 C.F.R. part 2635, 
provide that when an employee knows that a person with whom they have a “covered 
relationship” is or represents a party to a particular matter involving specific parties, the 
employee should not participate in the matter without prior authorization if the employee 
determines that a reasonable person with knowledge of the relevant facts would question their 
impartiality in that matter. 5 C.F.R 2635.502.  In context, impartiality is best understood here as 
your ability to faithfully represent the Department’s interests without giving preferential 
treatment to any private organization or individual.  For purposes of analyzing the effects of 
section 2635.502 of the Standards of Ethical Conduct, you have a “covered relationship” with the 
Regents of the University of California (UC Regents) because you were formerly employed by 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL), which is managed and operated for the 
Department by the UC Regents.   You recently were appointed to the position of Chief of Staff, 
Office of the Under Secretary for Science and Energy, at the Department of Energy (DOE).   

Section 2635.502(d) directs that an agency designee may authorize an employee to participate in 
a particular matter involving specific parties notwithstanding the possibility that a reasonable 
person might question an employee’s impartiality where the employee’s participation would not 
violate 18 U.S.C. 208(a), the federal conflict of interest statute. If the designee determines that 
the interest of the Government in the employee’s participation outweighs the concern that a 
reasonable person may question the employee’s impartiality or the integrity of the Department's 
programs and operations, the employee’s participation may be authorized. 5 C.F.R. § 
2635.502(d).  Pursuant to the Department’s regulations, I am the agency designee. 

Nature of the “Covered Relationship” 

You are currently the Chief of Staff, Office of the Under Secretary for Science and Energy at the 
Department of Energy (DOE).  On the paperwork you completed as part of the appointment 
process, including your Public Financial Disclosure Form OGE 278e, you reported that your you 
were previously employed at LBNL.  

Nature of Your Official Duties 

You are the Chief of Staff, Office of the Under Secretary for Science and Energy.  Your duties 
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This memorandum confirms that I have determined that the circumstances warrant authorizing 
your participation in particular matters affecting the University of California and the Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory on the Secretary of Energy’s upcoming trip to LBNL.  In reaching 
this determination, I have considered the following: 

1. LBNL is a research facility, and is one of 18 research and development facilities operated
by DOE;

2. The Secretary of Energy’s upcoming visit to LBNL requires knowledgeable and local
expertise in order to accompany the Secretary of Energy during the visit, including
interacting with LBNL personnel, attending meetings, presentations and facility tours,
and taking notes for the use of her office.

Bearing in mind these factors, including the importance to the Department of the Secretary of 
Energy’s visit to LBNL, I have concluded that the interest of the Government in your 
participation in matters involving the UC Regents and the Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory outweigh any concern that your participation might raise questions about your 
impartiality or the Government’s decision-making in the mind of a reasonable person. 

Therefore, this memorandum confirms that pursuant to 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(d), I have authorized 
you to participate in activities related to the Secretary of Energy’s upcoming trip to LBNL.  
However, this authorization does not extend to your participation in any activities involving 
funding for LBNL or the University of California.  

Please feel free to contact me, the Designated Agency Ethics Official or her staff should you 
have any questions regarding this authorization or your participation in any particular matter 
involving LBNL. 

cc: Susan Beard, GC-20 
Jocelyn Richards, GC-21 




